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     The Toolbar

     Sure the toolbar can seem intimidating. I mean, it does hold only a gazillion tools that do  completely different things. I mean, like, whoa! Well, I am here to break it down and give a brief explanation as to what each tool is capable of doing.
Note: All “sub-menus” are accessed by RIGHT CLICKING on the tool on the toolbar. 

The Marquees:
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Rectangular Marquee Tool: 

Creates a square boundary box that would allow you to apply special effects only within that area. It is outlined by a blinking dashed border. By holding shift, you can create a perfect square boundary.  By clicking alt and dragging on the mouse, it allows a boundary to be formed coming from the center point, rather than the top left, which is the default. 
Elliptical Marquee Tool:
Creates a circular boundary, rather than a rectangle.  Holds the same properties as the Rectangular Marquee Tool: by holding shift, it’ll create a perfect proportioned circle, and by holding alt, the circle will stem out from the center point. 
Single Row Marquee Tool:

Selects a 1px tall (height) row

Single Column Marquee Tool:

Selects a 1px width column

The Move Tool  [ [image: image25.jpg]


] is a tool that allows you to move shapes/text and such around on the canvas.    

The Lassos
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The lasso’s are a few of the selection tools that Photoshop offers.
 Lasso Tool: To use this tool, you trace around the area you want to “cut out”. If you don’t finish the area, meaning you quit halfway when selecting, and double click, Photoshop will automatically draw a straight line from the beginning point to the end point. 
Polygonal Lasso Tool: This tool will want to be used if you’re trying to cut/create a shape that has relatively straight edges. It doesn’t do curves, but creates straight lined boundary lines. 

Magnetic Lasso Tool:  This tool is much smarter. It actually has a brain. When using this tool, all you’re doing is guiding the tool around a shape and it automatically  can tell what to select and what not.  It’s pretty cool. You can also adjust the frequency, to have a more precise selection, and the edge sensitivity, which will give a more “relaxed” edge. 

Magic Wand Tool: [image: image2.jpg]


  With one click of the mouse, this tool automatically selects similarly colored pixels. If you have the ‘contiguous’ option selected, it’ll select pixels within the area of the click. If it is unchecked, it’ll select all those similarly colored pixels throughout the whole image. 
Quick Selection Tool: [image: image3.jpg]


  This tool is pretty much exactly like the Magic Wand Tool. The only thing different about it is that you can drag the tool around to be constantly selecting similarly colored pixels, rather than having to constantly click. 

The Crop Tool : [image: image4.jpg]


 This tool, through the process of dragging, will create a boundary line that once you click okay, whatever you have within the boundary lines will be the only thing left on the canvas. This is a popular tool among photographers; it allows you to delete random space/objects from the picture while still keeping your main subject there. 

The Slice Tools
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The Slice Tool: This tool is mainly used among web designers. What it does is it divides the big image into a lot of smaller rectangles. By doing this, web designers can add links to the picture where there is a need for a link on the picture and also saves space by uploading to the web smaller pictures rather than one large massive sized picture. 

The Slice Select Tool: This tool is used to help define the slices.

The Healing Tools
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The healing brushes are used to treat small areas and to make them similar to other predefined areas that you define yourself. The tool is quite simple to use. All you have to do is hold the ALT button down on your keyboard, and click the area that you wish to duplicate. Click once, release ALT, and hen click on the area that looks bad; that you wish to cover up. What the tool does is blend the predefined area and the bad area to make it "blend" in with the picture. Used commonly to remove skin blemishes and small imperfections in pictures. The Healing Brush is used to do just one small area, but the Spot Healing Brush is used to tame a larger selection. The Patch Tool  allows you to lasso around an area you'd like to copy and paste it elsewhere on your canvas.

The Drawing Tools
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The Brush Tool - Used for drawing or painting purposes. To view all of you brushes, right click on the canvas. Most shown are only the adobe defaults. Brushes can be downloaded and created yourself.

The Pencil Tool- gives sharp pixel-defined results. Common purposes for drawing straight lines for borders or accents.
Color Replacement Tool - Allows you to paint over an existing color and replace it with the foreground color. Has 4 Settings: Hue, Saturation, Luminosity, and Color. Each color, and color combination are unique, and experimentation is a must to determine what looks best.
The Stamp Tools
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Clone Stamp Tool- This tool is exactly like the healing brush tool, but it just doesn't blend in with the picture. Basically, your painting one part of your canvas with a part from another. 

Pattern Stamp Tool - Paints a pattern from one part of your canvas to another. Basically, just like the clone stamp tool...just with patterns.

The History Tools
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History Brush - Used somewhat as an undo brush, except you can decide what you would like to be deleted. Tends to cause more 

work and hassles. 

Art History Brush – Used to paint with defined styles.

The Erasers
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Eraser Tool – Erases parts of the canvas that are on that particular layer

Background eraser- Uses the background color (set on the toolbar) and erases that colored pixels within that color range on the image. 

Magic Eraser Tool- Works somewhat like the Magic Wand Tool. By clicking on a color, the tool automatically detects that same color 

throughout the canvas and deletes them. 

The Fill Tools
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The Paint Bucket Tool- Used to flood fill a color on the canvas. 

Gradient Tool - The gradient tool is a tool that blends 2+ colors together. Can be used for shading or just effects.

The Effect Tools 
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Blur Tool- Blurs direct spots on the canvas.

Sharpen Tool- Sharpens, basically makes "clearer", spots on the canvas. However, if overused, it gives a rainbowish pixelated look. Use in moderation, basically. 

Smudge Tool- Takes pixels and smudges them in whatever direction you pull the mouse. Used to create smears, basically.

The Color Effect Tools 
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Dodge Tool- Used to add highlights. Great for shading purposes on artwork.

Burn Tool- Used to create lowlights, or darker burned areas, on artwork. Also, great for shading.

Sponge Tool- The sponge tool works just like a normal kitchen sponge, and then some. It's settings can be changed to make areas more saturated or less saturated. Saturation is how bright/vivid, or how grayscaled (closer to black/white) a color is. The higher the saturation, the more vivid the color. Lower the saturation, the closer to black/white it is. 

The Pen Tools
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Pen Tool- Through the process of creating anchor points, and curves, this tool is used to create shapes on the canvas.

Freeform Pen Tool - Similar to the lasso tool, but rather than selection, you're creating a path while Photoshop automatically throws in the anchor points. 

Add Anchor Point Tool- Used to create an additional anchor point on a path. Allows for your path to be more curved.

Delete Anchor Point Tool- Used to take out an anchor point on a path. Allows for wider curves, or straighter lines.

Convert Point Tool – Used to alter the curves to allow more precise results.

The Type Tools
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Horizontal Text Tool- Creates text on a horizontal line.

Vertical Text- Creates text on a vertical line, with letters stacking on eachother.

Horiztontal Type Mask Tool - Rather than automatically filling in the text with the foreground color, this creates an active selection around the perimeter of each character, allowing for different effects within the shape of the character. Allows this on horizontal lines of text.

Vertical Type Mask -  Rather than automatically filling in the text with the foreground color, this creates an active selection around the perimeter of each character, allowing for different effects within the shape of the character. Allows this on vertical lines of text.

The Path Selection Tools
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Path Selection Tool - Used to move/alter paths. 

Direct Selection Tool- Used to alter more detailed aspects of a path, such as anchor points or curves. Alters only one section, rather than the whole path.

The Shape Tools
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Rectangle Tool- Creates rectangle shapes. Holds many of the same properties of shapes created with the pen tool.

Rounded Rectangle Tool- Creates rectangular shapes with curved edges. Also holds many of the same properties of shapes created with the pen tool.

Ellipse Tool- Creates circles/circular shapes. Once again, also holds many of the same properties of the shapes created with the pen tool.

Polygon Shape Tool- Creates, by default, a 5 sided shape (pentagon). Number of sides can be altered on the toolbar at the top of the screen. 

Line Tool- Used to draw straight lines from point-to-point. 

Custom Shape Tool- Draws custom shapes. Photoshop has default shapes, which are accessible through the drop down menu on the top of the screen when the tool is selected. Custom Shapes can also be downloaded and created by you.

Miscellaneous Tools
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The Notes Tool – Used to create small notes on the document. 

The Audio Tool – Used for use of small bits of audio on the document.
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Eyedropper Tool- Selects color you click the tool on and makes it the foreground color.

Color Sampler Tool-  By clicking, this tool evaluates the colors on 4 different locations on an image. The information for these locations, and colors, appear on a separate palette. 

Ruler Tool- Used to measure distances. Shows all units (Inches, Centimeters, Pixes, etc)

Count Tool - Used to count. 
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Hand Tool - Used for easy maneuvering on the canvas.

Magnifying glass - Used to magnify an area for detail art. 
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 ← Default Color Settings: 

Black = Foreground //  White= Background
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Mask Modes - Quick mask method, used to display effects on a certain predefined area.

Screen Modes - 3 screen modes that Photoshop can split itself into. Likeness is based on personal preference.
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